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(54) IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable free selection of any type of paper 
feed cassette as well as a setting of a number of paper 
feed cassettes, without being limited by the number of 
the connection ports. 

CONSTITUTION: An apparatus body 1 is connected to 
each paper feed cassette 3, 4 f ... N via a bus 19 for doing 
serial communication. When operating a designation key 
9 of the apparatus body 1 and designating a desired 
number corresponding to a desired one of the apparatus 
units, an apparatus-unit number designation signal is 
sent out to all the paper feed cassettes 3, 4,... N via the 
serial bus 19. By the control means 14 of each paper 
feed cassette 3, 4,... N t it is discriminated whether or not 
the designation signal is directed to an apparatus unit 
containing that control means. If so, a confirmation 
signal is delivered to the apparatus body 1 and at the 
same time a drive motor 17 is brought to an operable ~* 
condition. Further, the control means 14 in each paper g 
feed cassette 3, 4 delivers to a control means 1 1 in the 
apparatus body 1 via the serial bus 19 a detection signal indicating the presence or absence of 
a paper which is delivered from the paper sensor 16. 
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